
This week in The Bible Made Simple, we talk about the
final step of the Interpretive Journey: understanding

the passage from our perspective.  Take a moment to
reflect on these questions before we dive in:

Lesson 4:
Our Perspective

The Bible is hundreds, even thousands of years old. Why is it still
important today?

Why is it important for every Christian to learn how to read the Bible,
and not just the preachers?

Do you have a life verse? Tell about how you chose this verse and a
time when it helped you. 



The Interpretive
Journey

Now that we've covered the first two steps of the Interpretive Journey,
we're ready for the final one: understanding the passage from our
perspective. In this step, we transition from the world of the author to
our world today. Our goal is to answer the question, "What does this
passage mean for us today?"

To complete step 3, you'll have to find the main point of the passage.

Read the passage carefully

Find the main point(s)
Write each main point in a sentence or two. Each
main point will be:

General (not specific)
Always true 
Understandable for people today

Fit the main point into the Bible's big story

Write an answer to the question, "What does this passage
mean for us today?"

1.

   2. Understand the passage from the author's perspective

   3. Understand the passage from our perspective



Our Perspective
Today

WHAT DID IT MEAN TO THEM?

The hardest part of step 3 is finding the main point. Some passages
will have only one, while others may have two or three. 

If you complete step 2, then finishing step 3 will be much easier. Both
involve answering a key question. Take a look at the charts below to
help you find the main point for your passage and complete step 3.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR US?

use words from your passage

be true only for the original audience

be specific to their situation

Your answer should

use words that people today can
understand

be true all the time, for everyone

be general

Your answer should

Use these suggestions to find the main point for your passage or
verse. If you've answered the question, "What did it mean to them?" in
step 2, you're half-way there! Simply use the guidelines above to make
your answer more general and understandable for today's audience.
This way, your answer to the question, "What does it mean for us?"
comes directly from careful study of your passage in steps 1 & 2.
Remember, we are not finding a new meaning for Scripture, but
discovering the meaning that's already there. 

Finally, check your main point by making sure it fits into the Bible's big
story. Does it say the opposite of another verse? If so, try again. Your
main point should always line up with the rest of the Bible.



Complete step 1 (see Lesson 2) of the Interpretive Journey for
Joshua 1:8. Read the surrounding verses (Joshua 1:1-9) and

try to make 10 observations before answering the questions
below. 

What are some of the differences between the world of Joshua and Moses
and our world today? Read the introduction and notes to Joshua 1 if you
have access to a study Bible.

Think about how you would answer the question, "What did this passage
mean to the original audience?" Now try to finish this sentence:

Reflection &
Application

The Lord commanded _______________ to _________________ on the Law so 

that he would obey it and be ________________ when he crossed the 

Jordan River.

Find the main point for Joshua 1:8 by using the guidelines above to make this
sentence more general and true for people today. Here is one example:

God wants His people to memorize and think about His Word so that
we can be successful in following Him. 


