
This week in The Bible Made Simple, we learn how to
study the book of Acts using the Interpretive Journey.

Consider these questions before we dive in.

Lesson 7:
Acts

The author of Acts also wrote one of the Gospels. Do you know which
one? (Use a study Bible if needed.)

Without looking ahead, who is the main character in the book of Acts?

Should the church today do everything exactly like the church in Acts
did?



The book of Acts comes immediately after the four Gospels and was even written
by _______, the author of the third Gospel. Luke wrote both books to teach us
about _______________ in the world. His Gospel describes ______ Jesus is and ________
He's done to accomplish God's mission, and Acts tells about how the Holy Spirit
carries God's mission forward through the ____________.

Acts 1:8 says, "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth." This verse is like the table of contents for the rest of book. Acts
tells the story of the gospel moving from Jerusalem (the disciples' city), to Judea
and Samaria (the surrounding area), to the ends of the earth. Acts 28:31, the final
verse in the book, says that Paul proclaimed the gospel "without hindrance." This
is the story of Acts in a nutshell: __________ can stop the Holy Spirit's work to make
sure that the ______________ is preached all over the ____________. 

The Book of Acts

The Holy Spirit is the central character.
Peter leads in Acts 1-12. 
Paul leads in Acts 13-28.

Characters

Themes and Characters in Acts*

*From Grasping God's Word.

The founding of the church.
The power of prayer.
The reality of suffering.
The acceptance of Gentiles (everyone
who's not a Jew) into the church.

Themes



Acts and the  Interpretive
Journey

WHAT DOES IT SAY?

On the Interpretive Journey, we try to answer three questions: What
does it say? What did it mean to the original audience? What does it
mean for us? When it comes to answering these questions for a
passage in the book of Acts, there are a few things we should keep in
mind.

WHAT DID IT MEAN?

Characters - What's happening and
who's doing it?
Conversations - What is said?
Context - What comes before and
after?

Acts is like an exciting history book. It
tells us the miracles that the Holy Spirit
did in history through the church. Pay
attention to (the 3 C's): Is there a good or bad example in

the story?
Is the order of the stories important?
Is there a reference to something
historical that seems important?

As a good historian, Luke designed the
book of Acts carefully. Every word and
story matters. Ask:

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
When it comes to  finding the main point for a passage from Acts, there is one big
question that we need to address: Should the church today do everything like the
church in Acts did? 

The answer is both yes and no. Should the church today be willing to let go of
some of our traditions to look more like the church in Acts? Yes. But did Luke write
everything in Acts as a handbook for all churches everywhere, forever? No. Once
you've answered the question "What did it mean?", see if other stories in Acts talk
about the same thing or add to your answer. Then, check other books in the New
Testament. Only then should you try to write your main point and draw specific
applications for our lives today.



This week, walk through each step of the Interpretive Journey
for Acts 10:44-48. See the outlines in lessons 2-4 for

reference, and try to have a study Bible handy for step 2.

Step One: Read carefully. (What does it say?) Make 10 observations about
these verses on a separate sheet of paper. Who are the characters in the
story? Are there repeated words or phrases? Remember to read the verses
before (Acts 10:1-43) and after (Acts 11:1-18).

Step Two: The author's perspective. (What did it mean to them?) Use a
study Bible to learn about the situation of the author and his audience. Are
their important details from history that might help us understand Acts
10:44-48? How do the surrounding verses give us a better understanding of
what's going on in this passage? Try to write one or two sentences that
answer the question, "What did Acts 10:44-48 mean to Luke's original
audience?"

Reflection &
Application

Step Three: Our perspective. (What does it mean for us?) Find the main
point(s) of Acts 10:44-48 and write each one in a single sentence. Can you
think of other Bible verses that support each main point? (If not, you might
need to read these verses over and try again.) To answer the question, "What
does Acts 10:44-48 mean for us?", try to be as specific as possible about how
you should live differently in light of these verses.


